
4s a ions i imer  i n t e r e s t r d  i n  p r o t e c t i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  i n n o v a t i o n ,  a n d  
I q i t i m a t e  'ise of c a b l e  TV c o n c e n t ,  I u r g e  you t o  r e f u s e  r e q u e s t s  for 

ers of 47 CFR 76.1204(a) (1) by NCTA, C h a r t e r ,  V e r i r o n ,  a n d  a l l  
r cab le  p r o v i d e r s .  The E 'CC ' s  i n t . e g r a t i o n  b a n ,  which  i n  e f f ec t  

L m j u i i - e s  cable  compan ies  t o  i n t e g r a t e  C a b l e C A R D s  i n t o  t h e i r  own 
se!~--~.p b o x e s ,  r r m a i i i r  g o d  prilicry t o d a y .  

k h ~  -e11 y e a r s  ifter t h e  T e l e c o n m u n i c a t i o n s  A c t  of 1 9 9 6 ,  cable 
parlies ha,de d r a g g e d  t h e i r  f e e t  l o n g  enough on c o m p e t i t i v e  

I ,  exna t ive : ;  t o  p r o p r i e t a r y  s e t - t o p  b o x e s ,  t h u s  hamper ing  i n n o v a t i o n  
dnd tiarir,ing con.5umeri.  Tt.e  i n t e g r a t i o n  b a n  will a i s o  h e l p  m a r k e t  

t'~) mai:e l e g i t i m a t e  use of r e c o r d e d  c o n t e n t .  

By a d c p t i n g  c o n t e n t  p r o t . e c t i o n  l i m i t s  ( e n c o d i n g  r u l e s )  i n  d o c k e t  n o .  
37 -80 ,  the  Commission r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of aLLowing consumers  
tr' make c e r t a i n  u s e s  of TV c o n t e n t ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of a p a r t i c u l a r  cab le  

- o v i a e r ' s  or c o p y r i g h t  h o l d e r ' s  w i s h e s .  With c o m p e t i t i o n  s p u r r e d  on 

p e t i t i o n  p r e v e n t  f u r t h e r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on c a b l e  s u b s c r i b e r s '  a b i l i t y  

t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  b a n ,  ~ 0 1 ~ ~ u r n t r ~  would h a v e  t h e  f r e e d o m  t o  c h o o s e  t h e  
lrL!sr r e - t r i c t i v e  c a h l e - c o m p a t i b l e  d e v i c e  a v a i l a b l e .  T h e  C a b l e C A R D  
s t a n d a r d  s l i e a d y  prescribe3 r e s t r i c t i o n s  t h a t  harm consumers  b y  
I iil;i:ing n o n - i n f r i n g i n g  u s e s ,  and  s u c h  r e s t r i c t i o n s  w i l l  g e t  e v e n  
' i i ~ ,~~: :  i f  ZakIf.  p r o v i a e r s '  set-':op boxes  ?re unchecked  by compe t i t . i on .  

l 'lcase r e f u c e  r e q u e s t s  f o r  w a i v e r s  of 4 1  CFR 7 6 . 1 2 0 4  ( a )  (1). 

: i i T cere  l y  , 

:.!I. Bryan Quigley 
L112 Marl-en F.ve 
17h.-rry H i l l ,  NJ 98002-3262 


